
 

Readers Workshop 

 This month, students are beginning exciting units of study.  In reading, 
students will participate in fiction book clubs.  Clubs are important because it 
is beneficial for children to interact and have meaningful conversations with 
their peers.   

 Throughout this unit, students will focus on the following priority stand-
ards: 

¶ Inferring about characters and other story elements 

¶ Determining themes/cohesion 

¶ Analyzing parts in relation to the whole  

¶ Analyzing perspective 

Writers Workshop 

 In Writing, students will write literary essays about texts they have 
read.  Throughout the unit, students will be taught the value of close reading 
of complex texts.  Students will learn how to read literature closely and write 
about the literature they are reading.  Students will learn to write struc-
tured essays in which they make and support claims, and analyze and incorpo-
rate evidence.  Students will also learn how to compare and contrast themes 
and topics in literature.  Thus, students will be taught how to cite evidence 
from two texts in a purposeful way.  The following standards will be ad-
dressed:  

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with rea-
sons and information  

¶ Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an or-
ganizational structure in which related ideas are 
grouped to support the writer's purpose 

¶ Provide reasons that are supported by facts and de-
tails 

¶ Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases 
(e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition) 

¶ Provide a concluding statement or section related to 
the opinion presented 
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 Students will begin working on Chapter 4:  Divide by 1-Digit Numbers 

In this unit, students will: 

¶  Find whole-number quotients and remainders with up to two-digit dividends 
and one-digit divisors 

¶ Solve multi-step division word problems including problems in which remain-
ders must be interpreted 

¶ Divide tens, hundreds, and thousands by whole numbers through 10 

¶ Estimate quotients using compatible numbers 

¶ Find whole-number quotients and remainders with up to three-digit dividends 
and one-digit divisors 

¶ Solve multi-step word  problems 

¶  

Math 

 

Science 
  

 Students have been introduced to their second major unit, Vision and Light.  
During this unit, students will investigate a problem in one area of a rain forest in 
the Philippines.  A rain forest conservation group has noticed that the population 
of Tokay geckos is declining.  Students are then introduced to their role as 
conservation biologists and are challenged to explain to the conservation group 
what is happening to the geckos. 

 

The following concepts will be addressed in this unit: 

¶ Sensory structures for survival 

¶ How animals use light to see  

¶ Structures involved in vision (pupil, retina and photoreceptors, optic nerve, 
brain) 

¶ Conservation biology 

¶ Light pollution 



Social Studies 
 Students are continuing their studies in the Native American groups (the 
Iroquois and Algonquian-speaking groups) and how they inhabited the region that 
became New York State.  Students will be researching how the Native American 
Indians interacted with the environment and developed unique cultures.  Im-
portant ideas, social and cultural values, beliefs, and traditions will help students 
understand how Native American groups developed specific patterns of organi-
zation and governance to manage their societies.          

 

 

Online Resources 
 

Your child has access to amazing online resources! Encourage your child to use these re-
sources at home.  Please contact your childõs teacher if you need login information.   

 

Think Central   

Think Central is  an online resource that provides access to Go Math materials.  Students 
can access homework, play games, and watch tutorials.  The tutorials are a great re-
source for parents too!  www-k6.thinkcentral.com 

 

MyOn  

MyOn is an online library with more than 10,000 enhanced digital books with multimedia 
supports, real-time assessments and embedded close reading tools.  www.myon.com 

 

Raz-Kids  

This is an award-winning online library that provides comprehensive leveled reading re-
sources for students.  www.raz-kids.com 

 

i-Ready 

i-Ready provides personalized student instruction targeted to studentsõ unique areas of 
needs in order to boost achievement.  Based on the results of the i-Ready diagnostic, 
students are placed into  instruction customized to their placement levels.  Online les-
sons build conceptual understanding for learners of all levels.    https://login.i-
ready.com/ 

 

 



 
 

School-wide Events and Activities 
         

Thank you, Office of Pupil Transportation  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In November, Steven Waters, from The Office of Pupil Transportationõs Safety 
Education Unit, visited classrooms to educate students on vehicular, pedestrian, 
and bus safety.  Mr. Waters will be back in December to visit the rest of our 
classrooms.  

 

Coming Soon...Beautiful Me 

 Next month, fifth grade girls will have the 
opportunity to participate in a program called 
òBeautiful Me...the Emma, Alyson, and Katie 
Hance Project.ó  This program is designed to 
help enhance participantsõ self esteem, increase 
positive body awareness, improve problem solving 
skills, and build healthy relationship skills.   This 
program provides meaningful character educa-
tion opportunities to further develop studentsõ 
tolerance and respect for others, as well as en-
hance self-esteem and dignity. 



 

Our Student Council has been busy planning school-wide events and activi-
ties.  Once again, our school is participating in the City Harvest food 
drive.  This is New York Cityõs largest food drive and it helps to feed 1.2 
million New Yorkers!  Food collected helps to keep shelves stocked at 500 
soup kitchens, food pantries, and other community food programs across 
the city.  Last year, we donated over 500 pounds of food.  This year, we 
hope to collect and donate over 550 pounds of food! Our food drive will 
continue through December 13th.  

Upcoming Events 

 

December 11th and 12th:  Holiday Store spon-
sored by the PTA  

December 19th:  Family Thursday and Student of 
the Month Assembly  

December 20th :  Pajama Day 

December 23rd- January 1st:  Winter Recess-  
school resumes January 2, 2020 

 


